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MINUTES 

 

WOBO BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 

November 11, 2008 

Housing & Building Research Center 

Cairo, Egypt 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order.   The meeting was called to order on November 11, 2008 at 5:20 PM by 

President George Miller. 

 

2. Introduction.  Self introductions of members and guests was completed.  Those present 

included:   

   

George Miller – USA President 

David Gibson – UK Vice President 

Robert Solomon – USA Secretary/Treasurer 

Harbi Arafat – Jordan  Governor 

Imad Eldurubi – Jordan  Governor 

Keith Mansfield – Australia Governor 

Tim Ward – USA Governor 

Raymond Chan – -Hong Kong SAR Governor 

Shuji Mukunoki – Japan Governor 

Omaima Salah El – Din – Egypt Governor 
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Guests:  

Christine Braybrook   UK/ABE 

Murad Awamlen   Greater Municipality of Amman – Jordan 

Lubna Al Huneiti Greater Municipality of Amman – Jordan 

John P. Neff Washington Association of Building 

Officials – USA 

Zuhair S. Arafat Saudi Structures Construction Co. – Saudi 

Arabia 
 

 

 

3. Agenda.   The agenda items were reviewed.  It was noted that several items under new 

business were to be added.  In addition (and related to the new business agenda items), the 

Governors agreed to hear two issues from the guests that were present.  It was agreed that 

these items would be taken out of order as new business.  The two items were: 

 

A. Update on Activity in Jordan.  Ms. Al Huneiti and Mr. Awamlen give an update on 

the programs and training activities in Jordan related to the plan review and 

inspections related to both new construction as well as existing buildings.  It is the 

desire of the guests from Jordan that they could help expand the interests of WOBO 

in Jordan and encourage more of their colleagues to become members of WOBO.  In 

addition, the WOBO Board of Governors were encouraged to have an upcoming 

meeting in Jordan – perhaps in 2010 or 2011.  President Miller thanked the 

representatives and said that Jordan would be a location that the Board will consider 

for future activity. 

 

B. Update from Washington Association of Building Officials – WABO.  Mr. Neff 

gave an update on some possible joint ventures with WOBO and on the types of 

cooperative arrangements that the two organizations may want to consider.  

Discussion points included: 

 

i. WABO maintains a large budget that is used to organize training, conferences 

and a website. 

ii. WABO has offered to confer memberships to each of the WOBO Governors.  

The WOBO Governors would gladly accept such a membership. 

iii. WABO would like to explore collaboration opportunities such as training, 

conferences and information sharing.  One suggestion for example would be 

for WABO to develop a newsletter for WOBO. 

 

The WOBO Governors will consider these opportunities from WABO.  The 

Governors were very appreciative of the potential for collaboration with WABO. 
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4. Minutes.  The minutes of the November 2007 meeting were approved with one correction.  

Governor Eldurubi should have been shown as being from the USA.  

 

5. Secretary Report/Treasurers Report.  The report of the Secretary/Treasurer included the 

following:  

 

A. Budget.   A copy of the balance sheet for the WOBO account along with basic 

membership information was reviewed.  The account had $50,828.90 available as 

of November 5, 2008.  The only 2008 expenses expected to be incurred would be 

the travel related to Governor Channan’s trip to Nanjing, China for the UN Habitat 

– World Urban Forum.  Membership renewals had mostly been completed with US 

bank funds thus the bank fee charges were down in 2008.  Income for WOBO in 

2008 was once again exclusive to membership renewals.   

 

It was suggested that NFPA look into an on-line membership renewal option.  

That is feasible and a follow up on that potential will be made. 

 

With regard to the membership list itself, a request was made to make a list 

sorted by country available to the Governors.   

 

A motion was made and approved to accept the treasurer’s report. 

 

B. WOBO Support at NFPA.  In May of 2008, NFPA commenced a plan to 

transition the management activities of WOBO from NFPAs Operations Group to 

its International Department.  Similar organizations like CFPA – I are currently 

managed here.  Rachel Abrahams is now the new WOBO Administrator.  Chris 

Ellis has been managing that role since 2002.  The Governors passed a unanimous 

motion to thank Chris for her six years of service to help administer the various 

programs associated with WOBO.  The Governors also wish to thank Rachel 

Abrahams for her efforts during the transition and they look forward to working 

with her. 

 

6.   WOBO Outreach.  Outreach activities in 2008 were minimal.  The UN NGO division 

reviewed and accepted WOBOs quadrennial report in September of 2008.  The only other 

notable activity concerned Governor Channan’s current attendance at the UN Habitat – 

World Urban Forum in Nanjing China.  Governor Channan provided a trip summary that is 

shown as Enclosure A.  Many of the same themes from previous WUFs were discussed 

however, the real effects of the economic slowdown throughout the world are causing 

concern as much of the progress during the last decade may set back.   
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7. MOUs.   The use and purpose of MOUs between WOBO and other allied groups was 

discussed.  MOUs have the potential to help WOBO with visibility or publicity.  MOUs 

that simply state that WOBO and the allied group will “cooperate and share ideas” do not 

define a goal.  A legitimate MOU needs to define a specific goal or objective such as:  will 

manage funds; will maintain a website; will develop an online newsletter.  The Governors 

agreed to consider this type of MOU content moving forward.   

 

8. Membership Category.  Previous discussions on membership categories have included 

categories of membership such as full member and affiliate members.  The current WOBO 

bylaws include multiple levels of membership but there is no real distinction in what those 

categories offer.  The Governors agreed to continue future discussions on this concept 

including the idea of an arrangement with other organizations (ABE, ICC, NFPA) whereby 

some type of collateral membership arrangement might become an option. 

 

9. Newsletter/ Information Media.  The WOBO website, while still hosted by NFPA, is out 

of date.  NFPA will gladly post information to the website and send email updates to the 

members – but only if we have something to submit.  It was suggested that the 

presentations from this week’s HBRC conference be posted to the WOBO page. 

 

10. Bylaws Subcommittee.  A legislative text version of the bylaws was prepared by Governor 

Solomon for review.  Many of the changes were non-substantive while others were to 

clarify and expand upon some of the WOBO objectives.  The Governors were asked to 

further review these draft changes and submit your comments to Messrs. Solomon and 

Ward by January 15, 2009.    

 

11. Awards  Subcommittee.  No activity has been completed in this area.  Some suggestions 

were made approximately two years ago concerning the various WOBO awards.  (See 

October 17, 2006 email concerning the awards).  It was agreed to reconstitute the awards 

subcommittee as follows: 

 

  Imad Eldurubi – Chair 

  Raymond Chan  

  Keith Mansfield 

  Tim Ward   

 

12. 2009 World Congress.   The Governors discussed a few options for venues for the 2009 

event.  Among the options are: 

 

ICC Annual Conference -                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Baltimore, MD Nov. 1-4, 2009 

NFPA Fire Safety Expo -  Mexico City, Mexico Nov. 10-13, 2009 

ABCB Conference  - Australia Gold Coast September 20-23, 2009 
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13. New Business  

 

A. By-laws discussion.  It was suggested that a bylaw be considered to determine how 

long an inactive board member should be retained on the board.  

 

B. A motion was made and seconded to provide a $1500.00 stipend from the WOBO 

General Funds to HBRC to help offset their expenses for the conference.  While 

grateful to HBRC for their efforts and hospitality, it was noted that individual 

organizations had provided financial sponsorships for the event.  In addition, other 

groups that had previously hosted the WOBO governors incurred the costs on their 

own.  The motion was defeated. 

 

As a way of thanking HBRC, Governor Solomon agreed to provide an in kind 

donation of the NFPA and SFPE Codes and handbooks to HBRC for use in their 

research library.  This donation will be made on behalf of WOBO.  In addition, the 

Governors agreed to provide a one year organizational membership to HBRC. 

 

C. The WOBO Board of Governors made a motion to provide complimentary WOBO 

memberships to their counterparts at WABO.  In addition, an Organizational 

Membership for WABO was also approved.  The WOBO Governors requested that 

a follow-up dialogue with WABO also be held concerning the potential for them to 

develop a WOBO newsletter.  

 

D. The WOBO Board of Governors were asked to consider approving an 

Organizational Membership for the City of Amman, Jordan. 

 

E. When considering future Board of Governor nominees, consideration should be 

given to nominating a second candidate from Canada and looking for a candidate 

from a Scandinavian country. 

 

F. Other:  The Governors were asked to keep the following topics under advisement 

for 2009.   

 

- Newsletter - Member handouts/gifts 

- Recruiting new members - 2009 Conference 

- Sustainability - 2010 Meeting 

- Training - Looking for interesting 

papers for future 

conferences  
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14. Next Meeting of Governors.   The next meeting of the Board of Governors will be 

scheduled to be held in 2009 during the 2009 World Congress. 

 

15. Adjournment.  Prior to adjournment, President Miller and the Board expressed their 

thanks and appreciation to Professor Omaina and her staff for hosting the technical 

conference, Governors Meetings and social activities.  All of the events were enjoyable and 

very memorable for all of the attendees. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.   

 

Submitted by Robert E. Solomon, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENCLOSURE A 

 

GOVERNOR CHANNAN’S TRIP SUMMARY 
 










